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1 5 BACKGROUND - FIELD OF INVENTION 

16 This invention relates to devices for creating infinity mirror display effects, specifically to 

17 an openable infinity mirror display case or apparatus, and a method for its manufacture, which 

18 has a base member that remains stationary during use, an easily removable cover that is placed 

19 during use in a closed position against the base member to define an interior space, an 

20 illumination means communicating with the interior space, and at least one display object placed 

21 between the cover and the base member with the illumination means lighting it, where the cover 

22 or base member together comprising two or more at least partially mirrored surfaces, or 

23 otherwise partially reflective surfaces, in opposed positions whereby when the cover is placed 
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1 into its closed position and an observer viewing display objects in the interior space through at 

2 least one of the partially mirrored or partially reflecting surfaces will see at least one row of 

3 alternating front and rear reflected images of each display object used extending rearwardly from 

4 it. When three or more partially reflecting surfaces are used at right angles to one another, with a 

5 fully reflective surface connected parallel to and behind the center one of the partially reflective 

6 surfaces, and an observer looks only through the center surface, multiple rows of reflected 

7 images that contain alternating front and rear images of the display object also appear parallel to 

8 and on both sides of the row of reflected images extending directly behind the display object. In 

9 the alternative, when an observer looks at the display object or objects within the interior space 

10 from the substantially perpendicular connection between the center partially reflective surface 

11 and the one to its left, the observer will view multiple parallel rows of reflected images 

12 (alternatively front and rear reflected images) extending rearwardly from the display object and 

13 laterally to the right. In contrast, when an observer looks at the display object or objects within 

14 the interior space from the substantially perpendicular connection between the center partially 

15 reflective surface and the one to its right, the observer will view multiple parallel rows of 

16 reflected images (alternatively front and rear reflected images) extending rearwardly from the 

17 display object and laterally to the left. The intensity of display object illumination and the 

18 amount of light transmission possible through the partially reflective viewing surfaces 

19 determines the number of reflected images an observer will see, and the capability for the present 

20 invention infinity display apparatus cover to be moved away from its closed position sufficiently 

21 for new display objects to be readily placed within the interior spaced defined by the cover and 

22 base member allows the infinity mirror display effect to be continually updated and renewed to 

23 maintain viewer interest. Optionally, a variety of support surfaces and support devices may be 
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1 employed within the housing for securely positioning a selection of display objects in different 

2 locations within the housing so that the display objects can be used without modification or 

3 alteration. Also, different types of illuminations sources, including multiple light sources, are 

4 contemplated for use in illuminating the display objects. Prompt display object exchange is 

5 important for private and commercial applications, such as but not limited to creating an infinity 

6 mirror display effect for a hobbyist having a grouping of collectible objects small enough to be 

7 placed within the interior space, such as die-cast metal cars, so that when the hobbyist makes 

8 additions to his or her collection, the new acquisitions can easily and readily be displayed; for 

9 point-of-sale displays in commerce that direct customers' attention to newly received 

10 merchandise; for commercial use by establishments such as restaurants, bars, night clubs, hotels, 

11 and antique shops where varying numbers of objects can be featured on a rotating basis for 

12 general public viewing, to create an interesting and exciting work environment for attracting and 

13 maintaining good employees, to create public interest in a particular topic, to create an interest in 

14 the establishment for attracting new and repeat customers, to provide a basis for conversation 

15 among existing customers, and to maintain consumer and public interest in the establishment; for 

16 dust-free enhanced display of trophies and awards by individuals and organizations so that new 

17 acquisitions can be easily placed along side of those earlier received; for enhanced display of 

18 autographed items such as baseballs or baseball cards with the possibility of quick-exchange of 

19 one item for another whenever the owner desires; for the opportunity for enhanced display of any 

20 currently favored personal treasures or art objects with the opportunity at any time for the owner 

21 to easily and rapidly exchange one or more of them for a newly favored treasure or art object to 

22 create an ever changing variety of infinity mirror display effects for observer enjoyment; and for 

23 addition as an incorporated part of larger devices, to enhance their marketability, eye appeal, and 
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1 usage by the public, such as use with juke boxes and the like, as well as skill/gaming devices 

2 including those that allow a player to pay a fee and them employ a crane to select one object 

3 among a grouping or various sized objects, some more valuable than others, with the present 

4 invention providing the receptacle into which the successfully selected object is displayed prior 

5 to being released to the player, wherein the present invention would add to the visual 

6 entertainment of the player and perhaps assist in enticing him or her to play again. 
7 

8 BACKGROUND - DESCRIPTION OF RELATED ART 

9 The infinity mirror effect is a principle disclosed in U.S. Patent 4,761,004 to Hargabus 

10 (1988) and various other patents. Through the use of a mirror or other partially reflective surface 

1 1 positioned between a viewer and a totally reflective surface, and when the two reflective surfaces 

12 are oriented approximately parallel to one another, illuminated objects placed between the two 

13 reflective surfaces and viewed from any direction other than a straight-forward position will be 

14 observed to have multiple, spaced-apart reflections extending rearwardly therefrom. Differing 

15 effects can be created by placing one of the reflecting surfaces at an oblique angle relative to the 

16 other, and by adding more partially reflective surfaces. The infinity mirror display effect will be 

17 composed of multiple, alternating front and back, spaced-apart reflections extending rearwardly 

18 from each display object used with a grouping of reflective surfaces able to create the effect, 

19 with each newly repeated image being slightly smaller and diminished in brightness when 

20 compared to the next adjacent image. One disadvantage of prior art infinity display devices is 

21 that once a three-dimensional display object is placed in its operative position relative to the 

22 mirrors, it is not easily exchanged for another. This limits the use of prior art devices for display 

23 of collectibles and other favored objects for which new acquisitions are periodically being made. 
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1 Also limited is the ease in which new visual effects can be created by the exchange of a previous 

2 collection of objects for one or more new objects. The present invention provides several 

3 alternative embodiments for creating an infinity mirror display apparatus that can be effectively 

4 used for the display of multiple three-dimensional objects, and then permit the nearly 

5 instantaneous exchange or addition of displayed objects, even those requiring a suspended means 

6 of support for best viewing. No device is known that has all of the advantages of the present 

7 invention. 
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9 BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION - OBJECTS AND ADVANTAGES 

10 The primary object of this invention is to provide an infinity mirror display apparatus 

11 configured for displaying multiple spaced-apart reflections extending rearwardly and perhaps 

12 also laterally from one or more illuminated display objects positioned in the interior space 

13 defined between a stationary base member and a removable cover, and which is adapted to 

14 permit nearly instantaneous access to the interior space so that three-dimensional display objects 

15 can be quickly and easily added and removed therefrom. It is also an object of this invention to 

16 provide an infinity mirror display apparatus that can remain in its mounted position during 

17 display object exchange or addition. A further object of this invention is to provide an infinity 

18 mirror display apparatus that includes multi-sided covers. It is also an object of this invention to 

19 provide an infinity mirror display apparatus in which the display objects can be freely exchanged 

20 and do not require any permanent modification or alteration for secure positioning within the 

21 housing. A further object of this invention is to provide an infinity mirror display apparatus that 

22 permits rapid and easy access to its interior space for nearly instantaneous removal or addition of 

23 display objects without disturbing other objects already positioned for display within the 
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1 housing. It is also an object of this invention to provide an infinity mirror display apparatus 

2 having light sources that can be positioned anywhere that communicates with the interior space 

3 of the housing, including above or below a display object support, as well as in any direction or 

4 orientation relative to display objects that are suspended within the interior space, in direct 

5 contact with the bottom interior surface of the stationary base member, or positioned upon a 

6 display support. 

7 As described herein, properly manufactured and used, the present invention infinity mirror 

8 display apparatus would enable those having a selection of objects for infinity effect display to 

9 be able to display one or more of them at a time, or in succession, in a variety of different 

10 combinations within the closed interior spaced of a housing defined by a stationary base member 

11 and a complementary cover in its closed position against the base member. Its easily-opened 

12 hinged, sliding, or detachable cover would comprise at least one partially reflective mirrored 

13 surface, or other partially reflective surface, through which a viewer would observe illuminated 

14 display objects and the multiple reflections produced rearwardly, and perhaps also laterally, 

15 therefrom that create the infinity mirror display effect. A second mirrored or other reflective 

16 surface that is either a partially or totally reflective surface, is positioned within or adjacent to the 

17 interior space behind the object or objects intended for display, remote from the viewer. As soon 

18 as the display objects become illuminated by a light source communicating with the interior 

19 space, the infinity mirror display effect is created. When the openable cover comprises the 

20 partially reflective surface used by an observer to view the infinity display effect, the cover must 

21 be closed to see the multiple images. However, when the openable cover is positioned above the 

22 partially reflective surface used by an observer to view the infinity display effect, multiple 

23 images can be seen even while the cover is open and display objects are being exchanged. 
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1 Placement of the removable cover into its fully opened position, or one of a plurality of partially 

2 opened positions sufficient to allow passage of the largest display object targeted for exchange, 

3 permits rapid and easy access to the interior space of the housing for nearly instantaneous 

4 removal and/or addition of selected display objects, or prompt optional replacement of all display 

5 objects within the housing. Rapid opening of the cover can be accomplished through use of one 

6 or more hinges on any perimeter edge of the stationary base member, a perimeter groove in the 

7 stationary base member that allows the associated cover to slide within the groove between 

8 opened and closed positions, or by easily lifting the cover vertically away from its associated 

9 stationary base member. Since the cover is easily removed and placed into its fully opened 

10 position, or one of a plurality of partially opened positions that allow passage of the largest 

1 1 display object targeted for exchange, display objects can be quickly added or removed from the 

12 interior space of the housing without having to dismantle the stationary base member or cover, 

13 disturb the stationary base member from its mounted position, and without disturbing other 

14 objects already positioned for display within the interior space of the housing. Since the housing 

15 would not need to be rotated or positioned on its side for access to its interior space, display 

16 objects do not require any permanent modification or alteration for secure positioning within the 

17 housing and can be freely and instantaneously lifted from a display position for exchange. Also, 

18 since the housing would not need to be rotated or positioned on its side for access to its interior 

19 space, other objects already positioned for display within the housing are not disturbed when 

20 selected display objects are removed and/or when new display objects are added to a collection 

21 of objects already on display within the housing. Further, the display objects can be mounted in 

22 a variety of positions within the infinity mirror display apparatus housing, such as through use of 

23 suction cups or a bonded connection to one or more of the partially reflective surfaces in the 
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1 cover employed by an observer to view the infinity display effect, one or more transparent or 

2 translucent movable support members placed directly upon the bottom interior surface of the 

3 housing, flexible filamentous materials suspended from anchoring devices such as hooks or rings 

4 supported by the top interior surface of the stationary base member or a multiple-sided cover, 

5 and elevated support members detachably and adjustably connected to peg holes formed in or 

6 attached to the vertically extending walls of a stationary base member or a multiple-sided cover. 

7 As a result, the light sources used to illuminate the diversely positioned display objects can also 

8 be positioned within any part of the housing and in any direction or orientation relative to the 

9 display objects, often providing illumination from below. Also, the size, number, and orientation 

10 of the reflective surfaces relative to one another can be varied, and although a more uniform 

1 1 infinity display effect is created when there is a close positioning of display object and reflective 

12 or partially reflective surface, interesting infinity display effects can also be created when more 

13 than two partially reflective surfaces are used and when reflective surfaces are positioned at 

14 oblique angles relative to one another. Therefore the configuration and dimensions of the 

15 stationary base member and cover are not limited as long as together they provide a means of 

16 enclosed support for all of the reflective surfaces selected for use, as well as an enclosed interior 

17 space of sufficient dimension for housing the maximum number of objects intended for 

18 simultaneous display and the amount of illumination needed to create a pleasing infinity display 

19 effect therewith. As a result, it is contemplated that the size of a housing used in the present 

20 invention would depend upon several factors such as but not limited to the cost of the materials 

21 used for its construction, the size and decor of the room where it would be used, and whether it 

22 would be wall-mounted or table-mounted. Further, when restricted access to one or more 

23 display objects within the interior space is desired, such as in a commercial application where the 
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1 display items are highly desired or valuable, it is contemplated for the present invention to 

2 comprise a locking device that would prevent unauthorized separation of the cover from the 

3 stationary base member. 

4 The description herein provides the preferred embodiments of the present invention but 

5 should not be construed as limiting the scope of the infinity mirror display apparatus. For 

6 example, variations in the length, width, and thickness dimensions of the stationary base member 

7 and its complementary cover; the size of the interior space defined by the stationary base 

8 member and its complementary cover; the total surface area of each of the reflective or partially 

9 reflective surfaces used to create the infinity display effect relative to the others; the type of 

10 locking means optionally used between the cover and the stationary base member to prevent 

11 unauthorized access to the interior space; and the means used to securely position display 

12 objects within the interior space of the housing other than those shown and described herein may 

13 be incorporated into the present invention. Thus the scope of the present invention should be 

14 determined by the appended claims and their legal equivalents, rather than the examples given. 

15 

16 BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL VIEWS OF THE DRAWINGS 

17 Fig. 1 is a front perspective view of a first preferred embodiment of the present invention having 

18 a rectangular housing with a box-like stationary base member and a totally reflective surface 

19 attached to its rear inside surface, a substantially planar cover hinged to one side of the stationary 

20 base member and comprising a partially reflective surface supported by a frame, closure means 

21 between the stationary base member and the cover, multiple lights vertically extending in 

22 opposed lateral positions within the interior space adjacent to the totally reflective surface, and 

23 one display object positioned within the interior space and being supported directly by the 
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1 housing. 

2 Fig. 2 is a front perspective view of a second preferred embodiment of the present invention 

3 having a rectangular housing with a box-like stationary base member and a totally reflective 

4 surface attached to its rear inside surface, a substantially planar cover hinged to one side of the 

5 stationary base member and comprising a partially reflective surface supported by a frame, 

6 magnetic closure means positioned between the stationary base member and the cover, a 

7 rectangular display support having a transparent or translucent upper surface and being 

8 positioned within the bottom part of the stationary base member, a light source positioned below 

9 the display support, and one display object placed directly on the upper surface of the display 

10 support. 

1 1 Fig. 3 is a front view of the first preferred embodiment of the present invention having its cover 

12 in a fully closed position, a locking closure means for the cover, a display object positioned upon 

13 a movable support member within the interior space defined by the box-like stationary base 

14 member and the cover, and multiple reflective images creating an infinity mirror effect extending 

15 rearwardly from the display object, the movable support member, and the multiple lights 

16 positioned laterally against the totally reflective surface that is attached to the rear inside surface 

17 of the stationary base member. 

18 Fig. 4 is a front perspective view of a third preferred embodiment having a rectangular housing 

19 with a box-like stationary base member and a mirror attached to its rear inside surface, a 

20 substantially planar cover vertically slidable within grooves formed laterally in the stationary 

21 base member near to its front perimeter, the cover comprising a frameless partially reflective 

22 surface, and multiple lights positioned within the interior space defined by the stationary base 

23 member and the cover, and placed laterally against the totally reflective surface that is attached 
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1 to the rear inside surface of the stationary base member. 

2 Fig. 5 is a front perspective view of a fourth preferred embodiment of the present invention 

3 having a rectangular housing with a box-like stationary base member and a mirror attached to its 

4 rear inside surface, a substantially planar cover hinged to one side of the stationary base member 

5 and comprising a frameless partially reflective surface, magnetic closure means positioned 

6 between the stationary base member and the cover, multiple lights positioned within the interior 

7 space defined by the stationary base member and the cover, and placed laterally against the 

8 totally reflective surface that is attached to the rear inside surface of the stationary base member, 

9 a hooked display object support device and cord adapted for suspending a display object within 

10 the interior space, and one suspended display object connected to the hooked display support 

1 1 device. 

12 Fig. 6 is a front view of a fifth preferred embodiment of the present invention having a 

13 rectangular housing with a hinged front cover made from a partially reflective surface supported 

14 by a frame, the cover being in its fully closed position, a rearwardly positioned reflective surface, 

15 and three display objects positioned between the cover and the rearwardly positioned reflective 

16 surface, one of the display objects positioned upon a movable support member placed on the 

17 bottom interior surface of the housing, with two additional display objects each being positioned 

18 upon a movable support member, with one of the movable support members being attached to 

19 the partially reflective surface by suction cup means and the other movable support members 

20 being bonded to the partially reflective surface. 

21 Fig. 7 is a left side view of a sixth preferred embodiment of the present invention having a 

22 housing with a box-like stationary base member and a reflective surface attached to its rear 

23 inside surface with its reflective side against the rear inside surface of the stationary base 
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1 member, a substantially planar cover closed against the stationary base member and comprising a 

2 partially reflective surface supported by a frame, a display support having a transparent or 

3 translucent upper surface positioned in the bottom part of the stationary base member, a light 

4 source positioned under the display support, a display object positioned on top of a movable 

5 support member placed centrally upon the display support, and a vertically extending mounting 

6 strip on the wall of the housing behind the display object with holes therein for adjustable 

7 positioning of elevated support members having complementary protrusions for the optional 

8 elevated display of additional objects between the stationary base member and its cover. 

9 Fig. 8 is a front view of a seventh preferred embodiment of the present invention having a 

10 housing with a box-like stationary base member and a reflective surface attached to its rear 

1 1 inside surface, a substantially planar cover hinged to one side of the stationary base member and 

12 comprising a frameless partially reflective surface supported by a frame, two-part closure means 

13 for securely positioning the cover against the stationary base member when the cover is in its 

14 fully closed position, multiple lights positioned within the interior space defined by the stationary 

15 base member and the cover, three display objects positioned between the cover and the 

16 rearwardly positioned reflective surface, two opposed sets of vertically extending peg holes 

17 formed in the sides of the stationary base member with each set being on a different side of the 

18 display objects and adapted for adjustable positioning of elevated support members at different 

19 heights within the interior space, with one of the display objects being positioned upon a 

20 movable support member placed on the bottom interior surface of the housing, and a second 

21 display object being positioned upon an elevated support members attached to two peg holes on 

22 one side of the stationary base member, and a third display object positioned upon an elevated 

23 support member having protrusions and ready for connection to peg holes on the opposed side of 
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1 the stationary base member. 

2 Fig. 9 is a front perspective view of an eighth preferred embodiment of the present invention 

3 having a hexagonal housing with a substantially planar platform-like stationary base member and 

4 display support with a transparent or translucent top surface positioned above the stationary base 

5 member, a display object being supported by a movable support member centrally atop the 

6 display support, multiple lights positioned under the perimeter of the display support, and a box- 

7 like cover that can be vertically lifted from the stationary base member to give access to the 

8 interior space defined by the stationary base member and the cover, the cover being poised over 

9 the stationary base member in an open position allowing display object exchange, the cover 

10 comprising adjoining frameless partially reflective surfaces. 

11 Fig. 10 is a front perspective view of a ninth preferred embodiment of the present invention 

12 having a rectangular housing with a substantially planar platform-like stationary base member 

13 and a light source attached through the upper surface of the stationary base member, a display 

14 support having a transparent or translucent top surface poised above the stationary base member, 

15 a display object being supported by a movable support member centrally atop the transparent or 

16 translucent top surface of the display support, and a box-like cover that is vertically lifted from 

17 the stationary base member to give access to the interior space defined by the stationary base 

18 member and the cover, the cover being poised over the stationary base member in an open 

19 position allowing display object exchange, the cover comprising adjoining partially reflective 

20 surfaces each supported by a frame. 

21 Fig. 11 is a front view of a tenth preferred embodiment of the present invention having a 

22 rectangular housing, a light source attached through the upper surface of the stationary base 

23 member, and a hinged cover that lifts vertically upward from the stationary base member to give 
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1 access to the interior space defined by the stationary base member and the cover, with an 

2 upwardly directed arrow showing that the cover is vertically openable from the closed position 

3 shown. 

4 Fig. 12 is a perspective view of an eleventh preferred embodiment of the present invention 

5 having a rectangular housing and a multi-sided cover that separates from the stationary base 

6 member to give temporary access to the interior space defined by the stationary base member 

7 and the cover between infinity display uses. 
8 

9 DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

10 Figs. 1-8 show several box-like embodiments each with an openable front cover 6 

1 1 containing one partially reflective surface or other reflective surface 8. Together Figs. 1-8 show 

12 a variety of display objects 24, illumination means 1 8 and 32, and display object supports 34, 40, 

13 84, 54, and 52 used with the box-like embodiments, and which could also be adapted for the 

14 other embodiments in Figs. 9-12. In contrast, Figs. 9-10 show two preferred embodiments that 

15 have a cover 76 with multiple reflective surfaces 8 that is vertically raised and lowered from its 

16 stationary base member 4 for the exchange of display objects 24. Fig. 11 shows a box-like 

17 embodiment with an openable front cover 6 containing more than one partially reflective surface 

18 or other reflective surface 8, and Fig. 12 shows a box-like embodiment with a cover 6 that is 

19 vertically raised and lowered from its stationary base member 4 for the exchange of display 

20 objects 24. 

21 Fig. 1 shows a first preferred embodiment 2 of the present invention having a rectangular 

22 housing with a box-like stationary member 4 having five enclosed sides, an open sixth side, and 

23 a totally reflective surface 10 attached to its rear inside surface. Although not limited thereto, 
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1 first preferred embodiment 2 would preferably be wall-mounted, with totally reflective surface 

2 10 generally being in a position remote from an observer (not shown). Since it is contemplated 

3 for any commonly used type of wall mounting bracket or means to be attached to or used within 

4 the back surface of stationary base member 4 for securing it against a wall surface, and further 

5 since the number of mounting brackets or other type of mounting means used is also not critical, 

6 illustrations of the mounting hardware alternatives possible for wall attachment of first preferred 

7 embodiment 2 have not been provided. Fig. 1 also shows first preferred embodiment 2 having a 

8 substantially planar cover 6 attached to one side of stationary base member 4 with an elongated 

9 hinge 12. Although Fig. 1 shows one elongated hinge 12, the use of a single elongated hinge 123 

10 is not critical and it is also considered to be within the scope of the present invention for first 

1 1 preferred embodiment 2 to have other types and sizes of connecting devices between cover 6 and 

12 stationary base member 4, including releasable fasteners such as magnetic fasteners 30a and 30b 

13 shown in Fig. 2, locking fasteners such as keyed fastener 44 shown in Fig. 3, supportive grooves, 

14 such as groove 48 shown in Fig. 4, and other similar devices that securely hold cover 6 against 

15 stationary base member 4 while at the same time are easily manipulated by a user for prompt 

16 separation of cover 6 from stationary base member 4. Also, the side of stationary base member 4 

17 to which hinge 12 is attached is not critical, and as an alternative to the left perimeter edge of 

18 stationary base member 4 shown in Fig. 4, hinge 12 could also be attached to the right perimeter 

19 of stationary base member 4, its top perimeter edge wherein the bottom edge of stationary base 

20 member 4 would open in a forward and upwardly direction, or the bottom perimeter edge of 

21 stationary base member 4 wherein the top edge of cover 6 would open in a forward and 

22 downwardly direction. Since the infinity display effect requires a minimum of two mirrored 

23 surfaces, with at least one being partially reflective, Fig. 1 shows cover 6 comprising a partially 
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1 reflective surface 8 centrally supported within a frame to complement the totally reflective 

2 surface 10 attached to the back interior surface of stationary base member 4 for infinity display 

3 effect purposes. Cover 6 would not need to be totally closed against stationary base member 4 

4 for viewing an infinity display effect through partially reflective surface 6, however, the number 

5 of repeated images in the infinity display effect decreases as hinged cover 6 is rotated away from 

6 totally reflective surface 10. Although not shown in Fig. 1, but visible in Fig. 7 and identified by 

7 the number 86, it is contemplated and preferred for partially reflective surface 8 to be held 

8 securely within the frame of cover 6 by a minimum of four angular S-shaped mounting brackets 

9 86, each in contact with partially reflective surface 8 and the frame of cover 6 near to their 

10 respective corners. However, although it is contemplated for angular S-shaped mounting 

1 1 brackets 86 to be used in first preferred embodiment 2, the use of angular S-shaped mounting 

12 brackets 86 is not critical, and it is considered within the scope of the present invention for other 

13 types and configurations of commonly used mirror-to-frame mounting brackets to be employed. 

14 When there is no illumination between partially reflective surface 8 and totally reflective surface 

15 10, partially reflective surface 8 would reflect the image of an observer viewing it. However, 

16 when illumination does exist behind partially reflective surface 8, an observer would be able to 

17 see through partially reflective surface 8 and view illuminated objects positioned behind it, such 

18 as display object 24 in Fig. 1, which is shaped as a trophy and shown positioned directly on the 

19 bottom inside surface 16 of stationary base member 4. Since cover 6 is easily opened without 

20 disturbing stationary base member 4, display objects 24 would no need to be permanently 

21 secured or anchored within stationary base member 4, during their use in providing an infinity 

22 display effect. In the first preferred embodiment shown in Fig. 1, the left and right sides of 

23 stationary base member are unmarked as being opaque, with the sole partially reflective surface 
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1 8 used being a part of cover 6. However, variations of the first embodiment also considered 

2 within the scope of the present invention could include either the left or right side of stationary 

3 base member 4, or both, containing partially reflective surfaces 8, cover 6 containing more than 

4 one partially reflective surface 8, the top surface of stationary base member 4 containing a 

5 partially reflective surface 8, and even the back surface of stationary base member 4 containing a 

6 partially reflective surface 8 in place of totally reflective surface 10, particularly when a bottom 

7 positioned source of light is used, such as light source 32 shown in Fig. 2, instead of the elevated 

8 strand of multiple miniature lights 1 8 used in the first preferred embodiment 2. 

9 Fig. 1 also shows a two-part fastener consisting of first fastener 14a and second fastener 

10 14b being use to achieve secure closure of cover 6 against stationary base member 4 when cover 

11 6 is in its fully closed position. The type of fastening means used for first fastener 14a and 

12 second fastener 14b is not critical and any type or number of secure but easily opened closure 

13 means, such as a snap-fit type of closure, as well as locking closure means between the stationary 

14 base member 4 and cover 6, such a keyed fastener 44 in Fig. 3, are considered to be within the 

15 scope of the present invention as long as all are easily manipulated for prompt access to the 

16 interior space defined between stationary base member 4 and cover 6. A handle could optionally 

17 be positioned on the reverse side of cover 6 not visible in Fig. 1, anywhere along the distal edge 

18 of the frame of cover 6 in a position remote from hinge 12. However, generally a handle is not 

19 preferred and instead cover 6 can be made to slightly overlap the perimeter of stationary base 

20 member 4, at least one the perimeter edge of the frame of cover 6 that is remote from hinge 12, 

21 so as to provide an easily gripped hand-hold for manipulating cover 6 between it fully closed 

22 position and its fully opened position. Fig. 1 also shows a strand of multiple miniature lights 18 

23 extending vertically along the left side of display object 24 in a position adjacent to the perimeter 
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1 edge of totally reflective surface 10. Since no infinity mirror effect would be possible with cover 

2 6 in its fully opened position, only a single reflected image 20 of miniature lights 1 8 and display 

3 object 24 are shown behind them. Since it is preferred that miniature lights 18 would extend 

4 across the top perimeter edge of totally reflective surface 10, as well as along both vertically 

5 extending side perimeter edges, a reflected image 20 of miniature lights 18 is also shown to the 

6 right of display object 24, the miniature lights 18 on the right side of display object 24 remaining 

7 hidden from view behind stationary base member 4. Although not shown in Fig. 1 and not 

8 necessarily needed if a display support 34 is used beneath display object 25, similar to that 

9 shown in Fig. 2, since a display support 34 would preferably have small openings therethrough 

10 laterally on its back edge for securing the ends of miniature lights 18, in the first preferred 

11 embodiment 2 miniature lights 18 could be supported by several small transparent, translucent, 

12 or opaque U-shaped brackets 82, as shown in Fig. 5. Secure attachment of U-shaped brackets 82 

13 to totally reflective surface 10 could be achieved by adhesive or bonding agent means (not 

14 shown). Fig. 1 also shows the electrical cord 22 needed for connecting miniature lights 18 to a 

15 source of electrical power (not shown) and an on-off switch 26 for use in activating miniature 

16 lights 1 8 for illumination of display object 24 and the instantaneous creation of an infinity mirror 

17 display effect when cover 6 is fully closed, or nearly closed, against stationary base member 4 

18 and display object 24 is viewed through partially reflective surface 8. Although it is preferred 

19 for electrical cord 22 to extend through a small opening in the back surface of stationary base 

20 member 4 near to its bottom surface, and for on-off switch 26 to be conveniently positioned 

21 close to stationary base member 4 for easy access thereto, such connections are not critical. 

22 Further, although on-off switch 26 is show to have a rotating dick type of switch activation 

23 means for aesthetic purposes, it is considered to be within the scope of the present invention, 
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1 although not shown, for on-off switch 26 to also have a toggle, depressible button, rotatable 

2 knob, or other type of electrical activation means. 

3 The materials used for cover 6 and stationary base member 4 in first preferred 

4 embodiment 2 can vary, and although not limited thereto it is contemplated for the frame portion 

5 of cover 6 and stationary base member 2 to be made from rigid materials capable of respectively 

6 supporting totally reflective surface 10 and partially reflective surface 8, such as but not limited 

7 to wood, metal, plastic materials, ceramic materials, and the like. Although not show, the 

8 interior surfaces of stationary base member 4, other than the back interior surface to which 

9 totally reflective surface 10 is attached, can be lined with a fabric, such as felt, and/or other 

10 aesthetically pleasing materials. However, if such lining were used, although not limited thereto, 

1 1 they would generally consist of non-shiny fabrics in a variety of dark or subdued colors, unless 

12 needed for a particular use to enhance an infinity effect display effect. Also, although it is 

13 contemplated in first preferred embodiment 2 for totally reflective surface 10 and partially 

14 reflective surface 8 to be made from glass and for totally reflective surface 10 to be a 

15 conventional silvered mirror, it is considered to be within the scope of the present invention for 

16 totally reflective surface 10 and partially reflective surface 8 to comprise other reflective 

17 materials. Also in the first preferred embodiment 2 shown in Fig. 1, although totally reflective 

18 surface 10 and partially reflective surface 8 are shown to be substantially parallel to one another, 

19 positioning at oblique angles relative to one another can provide pleasing visual effects and 

20 therefore respective oblique positioning of totally reflective surface 10 and partially reflective 

21 surface 8 to the other is also considered to be within the scope of the present invention. 

22 Although not limited thereto and provided herein only as an example, the dimensions of 

23 first preferred embodiment 2 for creating a pleasing infinity display effect with a display object 
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1 having a height dimension of approximately four inches and a diameter dimension of 

2 approximately two-and-one-half inches, could include box-like stationary base member 4 having 

3 a width dimension of approximately ten inches, a height dimension of approximately twelve 

4 inches, and a depth dimension of approximately four inches. Corresponding dimensions for 

5 cover 6, which would provide a small amount of stationary base member overlap to create a 

6 hand-hold for easily opening cover 6 without the need for a handle, would include a width 

7 dimension of approximately ten-and-one-half inches, a height dimension of approximately 

8 twelve-and-one-half inches, and a depth dimension of approximately one-half of an inch. 

9 Cover 6 would have a centrally positioned opening with width and height dimensions 

10 respectively of approximately seven and nine inches, through which partially reflective surface 8 

11 is used to view display objects 24 positioned within the interior space defined by cover 6 and 

12 stationary base member 4. To center the slightly larger cover 6 against stationary base member 

13 4, hinge 12 would be attached between the rear surface of cover 6 and stationary base member 4, 

14 as is more clearly illustrated in Fig. 2, with hinge 12 generally hidden from an observer by the 

15 perimeter edge of cover 6. As an alternative to one elongated hinge 12 having a length 

16 dimension of approximately eleven inches, the first preferred embodiment could also comprise 

17 two smaller hinges 12 each having a length dimension of approximately one-and-one-half inches 

18 and a spaced-apart distance therebetween of approximately five inches. Also in the first 

19 preferred embodiment 2, partially reflective surface 8 would have width, length, and thickness 

20 dimensions respectively of approximately eight-and-one-half inches, ten-and-one-half inches, 

21 and one-fourth of an inch. Similarly, totally reflective surface 10 would also have width, length, 

22 and thickness dimensions respectively of approximately eight-and-one-half inches, ten-and-one- 

23 half inches, and one-fourth of an inch. If a supporting surface other than the bottom inside 
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1 surface 16 of stationary base member 4 were used for display object 24, such as the display 

2 support 34 shown in Fig. 2, it would have approximate length, height, and depth dimensions 

3 respectively of approximately nine inches, one-and-one-half inches, and two-and-one-half 

4 inches. When a strand of miniature lights 18 are used against the top and side perimeter edges of 

5 totally reflective surface 10 for illumination of display objects 24 placed between totally 

6 reflective surface 10 and partially reflective surface 8, it is preferred for miniature lights 18 to 

7 have a maximum diameter dimension of approximately one-half inch. Also, when display 

8 support 34 is used with miniature lights 18, although not shown, it is contemplated that a small 

9 opening would be placed laterally through each back edge of display support 34 for the insertion 

10 therethrough of a different one of the opposing ends of miniature lights 18 to help secure 

1 1 miniature lights 1 8 in their usable position. In the first preferred embodiment 2 electrical cord 22 

12 would be approximately four feet in length, with on-off switch 26 being connected to electrical 

13 cord 22 within a conveniently accessible distance of approximately eight inches from stationary 

14 base member 4. On-off switch 26 would preferably have a maximum length dimension of 

15 approximately one-and-one-half inches, and maximum width and depth dimensions of 

16 approximately one-half of an inch. On-off switch 26 would also preferably have one rotating 

17 disk for use in activating miniature lights 18, although other activation means such as a 

18 depressible button, rotatable know, or toggle switch (not shown) could also be used. When the 

19 above dimensions are used in first preferred embodiment 2, and an observer's line of sight is 

20 approximately directed to the top of display object 24, the infinity mirror display effect created 

21 rearwardly from display object 24 will extend nearly to the top perimeter edge of totally 

22 reflective surface 10. 

23 Fig. 2 shows a second preferred embodiment 28 of the present invention having a 
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1 rectangular housing with a box-like stationary base member 4 and a totally reflective surface 10 

2 attached to its rear inside surface, a substantially planar cover 6 connected with hinges 36 to one 

3 side of stationary base member 4 and comprising a partially reflective surface 8 supported by a 

4 frame, magnetic closure means 30A and 3 OB positioned between stationary base member 4 and 

5 cover 6, a rectangular display support 34 having a transparent or translucent upper surface 38 and 

6 being positioned within the bottom part of stationary base member 4, a light source 32 positioned 

7 below display support 32, and one display object 24 placed directly on the upper surface 38 of 

8 display support 34. Although multiple reflections 20 of display object 24 would only be 

9 observed with cover 6 in its closed position, reflections are shown in Fig. 2 for illustrative 

10 purposes only. In addition, Fig. 2 shows an electric cord 22 with and on-off switch 26 connected 

1 1 through stationary base member 4 for activation of light source 32. In contrast, Fig. 3 shows first 

12 preferred embodiment 2 of the present invention having its cover 6 comprising a partially 

13 reflective surface 8 in a fully closed position against stationary base member 4, a locking closure 

14 means 44 for cover 6, a display object 24 positioned upon a movable support member 40 within 

15 the interior space defined by box-like stationary base member 4 and cover 6, multiple lights 18, 

16 an electric cord 22 with and on-off switch 26 connected through stationary base member 4 for 

17 activation of multiple lights 18, and multiple reflective images 42 creating an infinity mirror 

18 display effect extending rearwardly from display object 24, movable support member 40, and the 

19 multiple lights 18 positioned laterally against the totally reflective surface 10 that is attached to 

20 the rear inside surface of stationary base member 4. 

21 Fig. 4 shows a third preferred embodiment 46 having a rectangular housing with a box- 

22 like stationary base member 4 and a fully reflective rear inside surface 10, a substantially planar 

23 cover comprising a frameless partially reflective surface 8 that is vertically slidable within 
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1 grooves 48 formed laterally in stationary base member 4 near to its front perimeter, and multiple 

2 lights 18 positioned within the interior space defined by stationary base member 4 and the 

3 partially reflective surface 8 comprising a cover, with lights 18 placed laterally against the totally 

4 reflective surface 10 that is comprises the rear inside surface of stationary base member 4. Fig. 

5 5 also reveals a fourth preferred embodiment 50 of the present invention having a rectangular 

6 housing with a box-like stationary base member 4 and a fully reflective rear inside surface 10, a 

7 substantially planar cover 6 hinged to one side of the stationary base member and comprising a 

8 frameless partially reflective surface 8, magnetic closure means 30A and 30B positioned 

9 between the stationary base member 4 and the cover 6, multiple lights 18 positioned within the 

10 interior space defined by stationary base member 4 and cover 6 and placed laterally against the 

11 totally reflective rear inside surface 10 of stationary base member 4 by U-shaped mounting 

12 brackets 82, and an electric cord 22 with and on-off switch 26 connected through stationary base 

13 member 4 for activation of multiple lights 18. What Fig. 5 shows being different from other 

14 illustrated embodiments of the present invention is a hooked display object support device 52 

15 and cord 54 adapted for suspending a display object 24 within the interior space, and one 

16 suspended display object 24 connected to the hooked display support device 52 via cord 54. 

17 In contrast, Figs. 6-8 shows different means for supporting a display object 24 at 

18 elevation within the interior chamber defined by stationary base member 4 and cover 6. Fig. 6 

19 shows a fifth preferred embodiment 58 of the present invention having a rectangular housing 

20 with a hinged front cover 6 made from a partially reflective surface 8 supported by a frame, with 

21 cover 6 being in its fully closed position, a rearwardly positioned fully reflective surface 10, and 

22 three display objects 24 positioned between cover 6 and fully reflective surface 10, one of the 

23 display objects 24 being positioned upon a movable support member 40 placed on the bottom 
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1 interior surface of the housing, with two additional display objects 24 each being positioned 

2 upon a movable support member 40, with one of the movable support members 40 being 

3 attached to the partially reflective surface 8 by suction cup means 60 and the other movable 

4 support member 40 being attached with bonding means 62 to partially reflective surface 8. Fig. 

5 7 shows a sixth preferred embodiment 64 of the present invention from its side and having a 

6 housing with a box-like stationary base member 4 and a fully reflective rear inside surface 10 

7 with its reflective side against the rear inside surface of stationary base member 4, a substantially 

8 planar cover 6 closed against stationary base member 4 and comprising a partially reflective 

9 surface 8 supported by a frame, a display support 34 having a transparent or translucent upper 

10 surface 38 positioned in the bottom part of stationary base member 4, a light source 32 

11 positioned under display support 34, a display object 24 positioned on top of a movable support 

12 member 40 placed centrally upon the display support 34, and a vertically extending mounting 

13 strip 70 on the wall of the housing behind the display object 24 with holes 68 therein for 

14 adjustable positioning of elevated support members 84 (shown in Fig. 8) having complementary 

15 protrusions 88 for the optional elevated display of additional objects between stationary base 

16 member 4 and cover 6 via mounting strip 70. Fig. 8 shows a front view of a seventh preferred 

17 embodiment 72 of the present invention having a housing with a box-like stationary base 

18 member 4 and a fully reflective rear inside surface 10, a substantially planar cover 6 attached 

19 with hinge 12 to one side of stationary base member 4 and comprising a frameless partially 

20 reflective surface 8 supported by a frame, two-part closure means 30A and 30B for securely 

21 positioning cover 6 against stationary base member 4 when cover 6 is in its fully closed position, 

22 multiple lights 18 positioned within the interior space defined by stationary base member 4 and 

23 cover 6, three display objects 24 positioned between cover 6 and the fully reflective surface 10, 
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1 two opposed sets of vertically extending peg holes 68 formed in the sides of stationary base 

2 member 4 with each set being on a different side of the display objects 24 and adapted for 

3 adjustable positioning of elevated support members 84 at different heights within the interior 

4 space, with one of the display objects 24 being positioned upon a movable support member 40 

5 placed on the bottom interior surface of the housing, and a second display object 24 being 

6 positioned upon an elevated support member 84 attached to two peg holes 68 on one side of 

7 stationary base member 4, and a third display object 24 positioned upon an elevated support 

8 member 84 having protrusions 88 and ready for connection to peg holes 68 on the opposed side 

9 of stationary base member 4. 

10 Fig. 9 shows an eighth preferred embodiment 74 of the present invention having a 

1 1 hexagon-shaped housing with a substantially planar platform-like stationary base member 4 and 

12 a display support 34 with a transparent or translucent upper surface 38 positioned above 

13 stationary base member 4. Fig. 9 also shows eighth preferred embodiment 74 having a display 

14 object 24 being maintained in its designated display position by a hexagon-shaped movable 

15 support member 78 centrally upon upper surface 38. Miniature lights 1 8 are positioned under the 

16 perimeter of upper surface 38 and secured thereto by six U-shaped mounting brackets 82. The 

17 number of U-shaped mounting brackets 82 used is not critical, however it must be sufficient to 

18 maintain miniature lights 18 close to upper surface 38 to provide adequate illumination for 

19 display object 24 and creation of a pleasing infinity display effect. In the alternative, a light 

20 source 32, such as is shown in Fig. 10, could be used to illuminate display object 24. Fig. 9 also 

21 shows a box-like cover 76 poised over display object 24 and display support 34, that can be 

22 vertically lifted from stationary base member 4 to give access to the interior space defined by 

23 stationary base member 4 and cover 76 for the exchange of display object 24. In Fig. 9 cover 76 
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1 is shown comprising adjoining frameless partially reflective surfaces 8, which can include but 

2 are not limited to mirrors. Therefore, in the description of the present invention herein, the word 

3 mirror can be substituted for reflective surface, and the reverse. As a result, when first preferred 

4 embodiment 74 is table mounted, the infinity mirror display effect created with display object 24 

5 can be viewed from a fully 360°. Fig. 9 also shows electrical cord 22 extending from the lower 

6 back surface of stationary base member 4 and on-off switch 26 in its preferred location close to 

7 stationary base member 4. For illustrative purposes, electrical cord 22 is shown in a shortened 

8 condition. Although not shown, it is contemplated in first preferred embodiment 74 for display 

9 objects 24 to be positioned for viewing upon elevated movable support members 84 secured by 

10 pegs holes 68 in mounting strips 70, or in the alternative upon movable support members 40 

11 attached to the interior surfaces of one or more partially reflective surfaces 8 in cover 76 at 

12 differing heights by adhesive/bonding agents 62, as well as movable support members 40 

13 secured directly to the interior surfaces of one or more partially reflective surface in cover 76 by 

14 suction cups 60 or adhesive/bonding agents 62, and suspension from filamentous materials 54 

15 attached to anchoring devices 52 that are directly connected to the interior surface of one or more 

16 partially reflective surfaces in cover 76. Although box-like cover 76, display support 34, and 

17 platform-like stationary base member 4 are shown in Fig. 1 to have hexagonal configurations, the 

18 first preferred embodiment is not limited to hexagon-shaped configurations, and it is also 

19 contemplated for cover 76, display support 34, and stationary base member 4 to have other 

20 angular configurations, such as but not limited to octagonal, trapezoidal, and square. Also, Fig. 9 

21 shows stationary base member 4 extending beyond display support 34 so that when cover 76 is 

22 placed in its closed position, cover 76 is positioned against stationary base member 4 and does 

23 not come in contact with the table, counter, or floor surface (not shown) positioned beneath 
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1 stationary base member 4. 

2 Fig. 10 shows a ninth preferred embodiment 80 of the present invention having a 

3 rectangular housing with a substantially planar platform-like stationary base member 4 and a 

4 light source 32 attached through the upper surface of stationary base member 4. Fig. 10 also 

5 shows ninth preferred embodiment 84 having a display support 34 with a transparent or 

6 translucent upper surface 38 poised above stationary base member 4, a display object 24 being 

7 retained in a fixed display position by a movable support member 40 centrally upon upper 

8 surface 38, and a box-like cover 76 that is vertically lifted from stationary base member 4 to give 

9 access to the interior space defined by stationary base member 4 and cover 76. In Fig. 10 cover 

10 76 is poised over stationary base member 4 in an open position allowing for rapid exchange of 

11 display object 24. Also, the cover 76 shown in Fig. 10 comprises adjoining partially reflective 

12 surfaces 8 each supported by a frame and appearing like the cover 6 shown in Figs. 1-3 and Fig. 

13 6. Fig. 10 also shows electrical cord 22 extending from the lower back surface of stationary base 

14 member 4 and on-off switch 26 in its preferred location close to stationary base member 4. For 

15 illustrative purposes, electrical cord 22 is shown in a shortened condition. In Fig. 10, if 

16 stationary base member 4 is not configured to extend beyond display support 34, when cover 76 

17 is placed in its closed position against stationary base member 4, stationary base member 4 

18 would be positioned within cover 76 and cover 6 would come in contact with the table, counter, 

19 or floor surface (not shown) positioned beneath stationary base member 4. In such a position, 

20 although not shown, cover 76 would have a small aperture or cut-out for electrical cord 22. 

21 Display support 34 could be freely separable from stationary base member 4, or permanently 

22 secured thereto. When display support 34 is permanently secured to stationary base member 4, 

23 light source 32 would be exchanged through the bottom surface of stationary base member 4. 
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1 Although it is contemplated for cover 76, display support 34, stationary base member 4, movable 

2 support members 40 to have any type of angular configuration, angular configurations are 

3 preferred since arcuate configurations do not always provide as pleasing an infinity mirror 

4 display effect. Also, no handle is contemplated for cover 76 in the ninth preferred embodiment 

5 84 to assist in lifting it away from stationary base member 4, as handles often detract from the 

6 infinity mirror display effect created by display objects 24 positioned within the interior space 

7 defined between cover 76 and stationary base member 4 

8 Fig. 11 shows a tenth preferred embodiment 90 of the present invention having a 

9 rectangular housing with a totally reflective rear surface 10 and a front surface having a partially 

10 reflective surface 8, and two sides each having a partially reflective surface 8', as well as a light 

1 1 source 32 attached through the top end of stationary base member 4, which also serves as cover 6 

12 and can be vertically lifted away from stationary base member 4, as shown by the upwardly 

13 directed arrow adjacent to the front left corner of cover 6, so as to give access to the interior 

14 space defined by stationary base member 4 and cover 6 for the exchange of display objects 24 

15 Although cover 6 is shown as opaque, it could alternatively comprise a partially reflective 

16 surface 8. Also, totally reflective rear surface 10 could be replaced by a partially reflective 

17 surface 8. The number, relative positioning through the top end of stationary base member 4, 

18 type of lighting used, and configuration of light sources 32 are not critical, and one or more top 

19 mounted light sources 32 may be used, and may even be used in combination with light sources 

20 32 and multiple lights 18 used within the interior space between stationary base member 4 and 

21 cover 6, as long as the total amount of light produced is adequate for an effective infinity mirror 

22 display effect. Fig. 1 1 also shows a display object 24 being supported atop a movable display 

23 support 40 and multiple images 42 extending rearwardly therefrom. In addition, Fig. 1 1 shows 
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1 other reflected images 42 in broken lines, which indicates the diminished clarity and brilliant of 

2 reflected images 42 that typically are the result of a multiple reflective process occurring 

3 between several reflective and partially reflective surfaces 10, 8, and 8'. Further, if cover 6 is 

4 not made from a partially reflective material 8, it can have an interior surface that is totally 

5 reflective 10 for enhanced illumination of display objects 24 used to create an infinity display 

6 effect. When overhead illumination of display objects is used and the display objects are viewed 

7 from a partially reflective surface 8 in perpendicular orientation to top cover 6, the infinity 

8 display effect can be viewed while cover 6 is in an opened position, although when cover 6 also 

9 contains the source of illumination 32, as cover 6 is increasingly opened, the brilliance infinity 

10 display effect and quantity of reflected images 42 are diminished. Also, when the partially 

1 1 reflective surface 8 through which an observer (not shown) views display objects 24 is minimally 

12 reflective or transparent, an infinity display effect can still be seen when partially reflective 

13 surfaces 8' are laterally positioned relative to the minimally reflective or transparent viewing 

14 surface. 

15 Fig. 12 shows an eleventh preferred embodiment 94 of the present invention having a 

16 rectangular housing and a multi-sided cover 96 that separates from the stationary base member 4 

17 to give temporary access to the interior space defined by stationary base member 4 and cover 6 

18 between infinity display uses. The cover 96 can be attached by hinges 36, or secured to the base 

19 member via quick-release fasteners 30A and 30B. Since the infinity display effect requires a 

20 minimum of two reflective surfaces 10 or 8, with at least one being partially reflective, Fig. 12 

21 shows cover 96 comprising two partially reflective surfaces 8 centrally supported within a frame 

22 to complement the totally reflective surface 10 attached to the back interior surface of stationary 

23 base member 4 for infinity display effect purposes. Fig. 12 also shows the non-movable side of 
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1 base member 4 having a partially reflective surface 8. Cover 6 would not need to be totally 

2 closed against stationary base member 4 for viewing an infinity display effect through partially 

3 reflective surface 8, however, the number of repeated images in the infinity display effect 

4 decreases as hinged cover 96 is rotated away from totally reflective surface 10. Although not 

5 shown in Fig. 12, it is preferred for each partially reflective surface 8 to be held securely within 

6 the frame of cover 6 by a minimum of four angular S-shaped mounting brackets 86, each in 

7 contact with partially reflective surface 8 and the frame of cover 6 near to their respective 

8 corners. However, although it is contemplated for angular S-shaped mounting brackets 86 to be 

9 used in first preferred embodiment 2, the use of angular S-shaped mounting brackets 86 is not 

10 critical, and it is considered within the scope of the present invention for other types and 

1 1 configurations of commonly used mirror-to-frame mounting brackets to be employed. Since 

12 cover 6 is easily opened without disturbing stationary base member 4, display objects 24 would 

13 not need to be permanently secured or anchored within stationary base member 4, during their 

14 use in providing an infinity display effect. Although not shown, variations of the eleventh 

15 embodiment also considered within the scope of the present invention could include either the 

16 left or right side of stationary base member 4, or both, containing partially reflective surfaces 8, 

17 cover 6 containing more than one partially reflective surfaces 8, the top surface of stationary base 

18 member 4 containing a partially reflective surface 8, and even the back surface of stationary base 

19 member 4 containing a partially reflective surface 8 in place of totally reflective surface 10, 

20 particularly when a bottom or top positioned source of light is used instead of a strand of 

21 multiple miniature lights 18. Further, although not shown, a handle could optionally be attached 

22 to cover 96 anywhere along the distal edge of the frame of cover 96 in a position remote from 

23 hinges 36. However, generally a handle is not preferred and instead cover 96 can be made to 
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slightly overlap the perimeter of stationary base member 4, at least on the perimeter edge of the 
frame of cover 96 that is remote from hinges 36, so as to provide an easily gripped hand-hold for 
manipulating cover 6 between its fully closed position and its folly open position. Although it is 
preferred for electrical cord 22 to extend through a small opening in the back surface of 
stationary base member 4 near to its bottom surface, and for on-off switch 26 to be conveniently 
positioned close to stationary base member 4 for easy access thereto, such connections are not 
critical. Further, although on-off switch 26 is shown to have a rotating disk type of switch 
activation means for aesthetic purposes, it is considered to be within the scope of the present 
invention, although not shown, for on-off switch 26 to also have a toggle, depressible button, 
rotatable knob, or other type of electrical activation means. 
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